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June 19, 2012  2pm & 7pm      June 20, 2012  2pm
THE BURLINGTON PERFORMING ARTS CENTRE

Box Office:  905-681-6000 or order online at www.burlingtonpac.ca
Tickets $23  Groups (20+) $20

Senior Performing Troupe Inc.
www.burlingtonfootnotes.com

PRESENTS

SUMMER DANCE SESSION 2012
“Put Your Best Foot Forward”

4 week session – Wednesday, August 15, 22, 29 and September 5

Turn on the Tap! 
1PM

Clogging 4 Fun 
2PM

5 week session - Tuesday, July 31, August 7, 21, 28 and September 4  (no class Aug 14)

Rhythm Tap
6:30PM

Modern Jazz 
7:30PM

PRE REGISTRATION REQUIRED - MAXIMUM - 15 PARTICIPANTS
Classes are for adults only

Classes held at The Turning Pointe Dance Studio – 5195 Harvester Rd

4 WEEK SESSION - $35 (plus HST) 5 WEEK SESSION - $45 (plus HST)

For registration/information visit www.burlingtonfootnotes.com
Call 905-681-1517 or email rosemarie_maurice@sympatico.ca

Just Jazz
Noon
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The times, they are a changin’ as the song goes, 
and the Oakville Arts Council is working hard to 
make sure our changes are in the best interest of our 
members and the community we serve.  

One of our most recent changes is to Arts About 
Town magazine. Late last year, we decided that the 
time had come to move from a print format to an 
electronic one. Welcome to the first edition!  

There are many, many advantages to this format and although one of the best things 
about e-pubs is more or less an infite amount of space, I won’t torture you all with a 
lengthly list. One of the greatest plusses is affordability. Print is a very expensive venture 
and because of those costs, many of of members were not able to afford to advertise. I’m 
happy to report that overwhelmingly, our members are now able to get their word out! 

If you’re a technology junkie like I am, you may also have a tablet or an iPad. 
Great gadgets for consuming media. While I concede that there is something pleasing 
in the touch of printed pages, the opportunity for rich media content in an electronic 
publication more than makes up for this. One of my favourite tablet-based magazines 
is National Geographic. They’ve set the bar high for the rest of us, but wow! Interactive 
maps, video, audio all come together and bring a subject to life. In the coming months, 
we hope to transition to an electronic tablet-style format that I believe is wonderfully 
suited to all the arts disciplines.  Bringing the arts to you. Well, somethings never change.

Publ i sher

Edi tor

Contr ibutors

Cover

Summer 2012  Volume 12 Issue 1

The Oakville Arts Council

Bernadette Ward

 
Ben Ingles 

Jordon Childs Graphic Design 

Arts About Town is published by the Oakville 
Arts Council and distributed electronically 

through our mailing list. If you would like to  
receive this publication directly,  

please visit www.oakvillearts.com  
and  become a subscriber.

from the editor

No part of this publication may be 
reproduced, stored or transmitted in any 

form, by any means without the prior  
written consent of  

the publisher.

t
“Brodeur”, mixed media from Robert Hollaman’s 

“The Fine Art of Sport” collection. To see 
more, or to make enquires about purchases 
or commissions, visit his website at http://

roberthollaman.com/

Berna
dette



Summer 2012 6

Charles Demuynck, Music Director

(905) 483-6787

The OCO welcomes home rising stars 

Rachel Mercer (cello) and Leslie 

Ashworth (violin), and are pleased to 

present the internationally acclaimed 

Blakemore Trio in our 29th season!

Subscriptions for our 2012/2013 season now on sale, 
purchase your subscription today - buy two, get a third 
identical subscription free - visit our website for details.
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Charles Demuynck, Music Director

(905) 483-6787

The OCO welcomes home rising stars 

Rachel Mercer (cello) and Leslie 

Ashworth (violin), and are pleased to 

present the internationally acclaimed 

Blakemore Trio in our 29th season!

Subscriptions for our 2012/2013 season now on sale, 
purchase your subscription today - buy two, get a third 
identical subscription free - visit our website for details.

Mayor Rob Burton

Performing Arts

Story by Ben Ingles

Think fast. The crowd is waiting. The pressure is mounting. 
You’re completely out of ideas. That’s when improv theatre really 
gets interesting. More than simply being funny, it forces the 
performer to think on his or her feet.

That’s the name of the game at Oakville Improv. Sometimes 
the funniest situations come from failing. In fact, mistakes are 
encouraged. It all adds to the spontaneity of the moment. When 
a performer is put on the spot, he or she is liable to do something 
unpredictable, and that’s the key ingredient in this mix. 

“It’s been said that improv is like Formula One racing, people 
go for the crashes,” said Duncan Mackenzie, renowned Canadian 
comedy writer and improv instructor at Oakville Improv. “Go out 
of your way to make mistakes - in performing, in talking, in math - 
and watch how creative it makes you.”  

This spontaneous style of comedy known as Theatresports was 
pioneered by Keith Johnstone and popularized by TV shows like 
“Whose Line Is It Anyway?”

Amy Mackenzie, who is also a prominent Canadian comedy 
writer and improv instructor, evokes one of Johnstone’s quotes.

“If you find yourself stuck and you don’t know what to say, 
take a risk in the scene and say ‘I know just what to do!’ and 
somehow something always comes out,” said Mackenzie. 

Amy and Duncan Mackenzie were doing improv in separate 
groups twenty-one years ago before they were married, and 
still work on skits together. “The other 
day I showed Amy a drawing of a gloomy 
looking Viking, and said it might be a funny 
animation,” said Duncan. “Amy immediately 
starts doing the voice for one of the characters, 
and I reply in a different character, and 
suddenly we’re these two Vikings complaining 
about global warming and mood disorders.”

“That’s the best part about improv,” 
said Amy Mackenzie. “The immediacy and 
watching the magic happen right before your 
eyes.” The method of taking an idea and going 
with it can be an intimidating prospect on 
stage. There’s never any guarantee that the 
result will be funny or witty, only that it will 
be unexpected. 

People who are new to improvisational 
comedy may find themselves challenged 
by the unique philosophy. Fear of failure is 
thrown out the window when immersing 
oneself into a scene and, much like a brainstorming 
session, forced to build on ideas and let it take its own 

direction. Amy and Duncan are both Instructors at Oakville 
Improv where they teach improv to adults and children as young 
as 8. Candid moments are a daily occurrence, but as a result of all 
the fast thinking, many students find themselves leaving with more 
confidence in everyday situations.

Whether it’s a big presentation at work, or making a speech at 
a wedding, a confidence boost never hurts. The positivity and social 
elements of improvising in a group are the perfect combination for 
improving verbal poise.   

“One of our students, very soon after starting, was asked to 
speak at a memorial service, quite on the spot. He hoped he could 
do the  “I know just what to do” and so he asked everyone to say a 
word describing the loved one, around the room,” said Amy. “And 
that was really who this student is, he shared it with his family and 
friends without embarrassment and didn’t miss a great opportunity 
to connect with them.”

After being put on the spot in front of people you barely know, 
dealing with the pressure of speaking off the top of your head and 
making all kinds of mistakes, making a speech might seem a little 
less intimidating. 
For more information about Oakville Improv, visit their website 

at http://oakvilleimprov.com/

Oakville Improv 

Amy Mackenzie (centre) works her improv 
magic with a group of students.

t
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AOakville’s rts
wards

Tickets  on sa le  June 25:  w w w.oak vi l lear ts .com

Join us for dinner, dazzling performances, 
silent auction and more

September 20th, 6:30PM

Behold the 

Tickets $75 

Featuring 
Tony Mergel and the 

Studio 1 Jazz Band

Cogeco Stars Among Us ‘12

Brilliance
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Finalists 2012 

Vote for your favourite finalist:  www.oakvillearts.com August 15 - September 15

Oakville’s only all-inclusive arts awards is taking place on September 20th at the Oakville Conference 
Centre. This year we have 16 finalists in six categories with the award-winner chosen by community vote. 

We will be hosting a delectable dinner by Carmens with entertainment for this exciting evening 
provided by many of the finalists themselves.

The following pages will offer a snapshot of  this year’s finalists. We encourage you to visit the available 
websites today to view their work and get ready to vote Oakville! Voting begins August 15th.

Siobhan Byrne
Siobhan Byrne is an emerging artist from Oakville and recent graduate of 
Georgian College’s Digital Photography and Imaging program. She is cur-
rently in her 3rd year of Georgian College’s Fine Arts Advanced and is 
working towards the completion of her BFA.

www.sbyrne-photo.com

Stephanie completed a Commercial Animation diploma in Vancouver 
where she worked for several years. Now a freelance artist, her work 
encompasses children’s book illustration, children’s television show 
design, web and graphic design, and branding. She also does branding, 
design and packaging for Infant Organics and Family First Organics in 
Oakville.

http://www.stephaniefaye.com/

Stephanie Faye

Digital Arts Category
Proud Sponsor of the 

September 20th, 6:30PM

Brilliance

Cogeco Stars Among Us 2012
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Tickets  on sa le  June 25:  w w w.oak vi l lear ts .com

Cogeco Stars Among Us 2012

Literary Arts Category
Proud Sponsor of the 

Crystal Smith
Crystal Smith is the author of The Achilles Effect. The book and 
accompanying blog explore depictions of gender in the media aimed at 
primary school boys, including film, television, toy advertising, and books. 
Crystal lives in Oakville with her husband and two young sons.

www.crystalsmith.ca/

Mike Przysiezny is an Animal Care Specialist, and an artist, who creates 
art which entertains, enlightens and provokes thought. 
Art without purpose, is nothing but pollution.

http://thecompassionexperiment.blogspot.com

Mike Przysiezny

Longtime Oakville resident Derik Hawley is a writer, artist, 
photographer and freelance consultant. His creative work explores 
poetry, drama, photography and painting. In an effort to unify his 
interests in the arts and technical fields he is currently involved in the 
development of corporate seminars on conversation and creative 
change.

derikspot.blogspot.com

Derik Hawley
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Performing Arts Category

Andrew Cole
With a unique and powerful voice,  Cole’s music translates into a powerful 
vision that only he alone could have.  His cocky charisma and infectious 
humour draw you in from first listen.  Born in Toronto, raised in Liverpool and 
residing in Oakville, Andrew has combined his Canadian roots and Brit rock 
sensibility into something truly his own. Why We Wonder, his debut album, 
balances rich elements of acoustic pop, folk and all out rock, a signature mix 
of acoustic and electric textures. 

www.andrewcolemusic.com

Canadian singer/songwriter Krista Earle has been busy with her writing, 
recording, numerous performances and radio interviews along with the 
release to Canadian radio of her first single and music video “Bad Hair 
Day” in April 2011 and second single “Man Up” in October 2011.  Krista 
continues working to complete here debut cd.

www.kristaearle.com

Krista Earle

Saxophonist Sarah Anne Wolkowski has been playing since she 
was in the seventh grade.  She holds two saxophone performance 
degrees: a Bachelor of Music from McGill University (High Distinction) 
and a Master of Music from the University of Alberta.    She teaches 
saxophone at Mohawk College in Hamilton, and at Saxophone by the 
Lake in Oakville.

http://www.saxophonebythelake.com/bio.html

Sarah Anne Wolkowski

Vote for your favourite finalist:  www.oakvillearts.com August t15 - September 15

Cogeco Stars Among Us 2012
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Young Artist Category

Colin Brennan
A choir member with the prestigious Oakville Children’s Choir, nine-year-old 
Colin has made a remarkable entry into the world of music. Born with Autism, 
Colin needed extensive speech therapy in order to speak in full sentences. Not 
the same case for his singing - he could do that well before he could speak. A 
professional singer for the past two years, Colin has recorded 11 cover songs 
at Oakville’s River 16 Recording Studio and performed with Justin Hines at the 
Joshua Creek Heritage Centre. 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Colin-Brennan-Music/159123847466775

Annie Drysdale, 14, has been singing and acting since she was eight-
years-old. Her training in voice, piano and musical theatre has enabled 
her to achieve many accolades. Annie has achieved a Silver Medal in 
Ontario for Grade 4 Voice as well as First Class Honours with Distinction 
for Voice 2, 3, 4 and 5 with the Royal Conservatory of Music.

Annie Drysdale

Upon hearing the singer/songwriter, Melissa Etheridge on the radio 
when she was five, the now 11-year-old Mira, continues to be inspired 
by music ranging from musical theatre to alternative rock. Mira’s love 
and appreciation for music is taking her down a new path as she 
composes original music and lyrics, creating her own sound and songs.

Mira Meikle

Tickets  on sa le  June 25:  w w w.oak vi l lear ts .com

Cogeco Stars Among Us 2012
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Arts Group Category

INASONG, John Serre
Forty half-hour TV episodes, video-on-demand Province-wide, a radio 
show, 60 singer songwriters, 10 bands, 234 original Canadian songs by 
independent artists, brought to you by John Serre, his wife Claudette and 
the TV Cogeco INASONG team over the last four years. Also, a one hour 
special, live at the Burlington Sound of Music Festival in 2011 and a food and 
toy drive (also filmed in 2011) to promote the local talent and give to the 
community through arts and the love of music.

www.InASong.ca

The Oakville Children’s Choir is a not-for-profit, charitable organization 
that provides excellence in choral, musical and performance training 
to children and youths in Oakville. The OCC provides four concerts to 
the community each season, performs at workshops, provides guest 
appearances at community events, collaborates with other choirs 
and artistic ensembles, values community outreach and community 
partnerships, offers a Young Leaders Program and provides accessibility 
through a Bursary Fund. 
www.oakvillechildrenschoir.org

Oakville Children’s Choir

Whiskey Epiphany formed in January 2012 and consists of Mike Gravitis 
on rhythm guitar and vocals, Kris Tonkens on vocals and Dave Toms on 
percussion. With a mix of celtic rock and blues the group has a unique 
sound of hard hitting rhythms and powerful vocal harmonies. Mike 
Gravitis is an Oakville native who spent 2011 writing a collection of 
songs and performing them at local venues such as the Moonshine 
Cafe. It was there that he met Dave and Christine and the group united 
over the music. 
www.facebook.com/whiskeyepiphany

Whiskey Epiphany

Tickets  on sa le  June 25:  w w w.oak vi l lear ts .com Vote for your favourite finalist:  www.oakvillearts.com August 15 - September 15

Cogeco Stars Among Us 2012
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Angel Card
Angel’s work is as much varied in style and medium as the world around 
her. A graduate of Sheridan’s Animation Program, she enjoys all forms of art 
including illustration, painting and sculpting.

Lynn has been painting since she was a young child.  Her artistic history 
began when her maternal Grandmother, an accomplished oil painter, 
fostered within her a deep appreciation of the visual arts.  At a very 
young age, Lynn was exposed to other extraordinary Canadian artists, 
such as the late Ethel Curry of Haliburton, who encouraged Lynn to 
“see” things differently, to experiment with light and to pursue her love 
of painting.

Lynn Borysiuk

Visual Arts Category
Proud Sponsor of the 

 A Special Thank You to our Supporters

Vote for your favourite finalist:  www.oakvillearts.com August 15 - September 15

Cogeco Stars Among Us 2012



Summer 2012 15

Story by Ben Ingles  

Brian Henry

 the writers craft
their voice. How do they sound? How do 
they tell a story? What words do they use? 
For a writer, that’s the fundamental of 
personality.”
 In addition to character 
development, there are classes that cover 
dialogue writing, plotting and specific 
genres (like children’s books). For those 
who already have their writing underway, 
there are workshops on how to become 
published or find a literary agent. 
 His workshops have taken him 
all over Ontario and into the United 
States. Henry also runs the popular 
blog Quick Brown Fox. He posts book 
reviews, story excerpts, helpful tips and 
resources for writers and updates on the 
accomplishments of students and authors 
who have taken his courses.  There have 
been many success stories emerging from 
some of the writers who attended Henry’s 
workshops. One particularly overwhelming 
accomplishment comes with international 
acclaim. “Kelly Armstrong is my only 
student that has been on the New York 
Times Bestseller list more than one time,” 
said Henry. “And the only one that has 
reached the number one spot.”
Kelly is among many other successful 
authors who have fine-tuned their writing 
and storytelling skills with his help. 
 Even the best writers struggle 
from time to time. Whether writing 
fiction, non-fiction, news or memoirs, 
there has to be that enthusiasm that keeps 
the pen moving. That spark can come from 
almost anywhere. Some people travel across 
the world to seek it out, and others, like 
Henry, find it in other writing.
 “The most important thing to me 
is when you start reading a manuscript and 
you get that shiver down your spine,” said 
Henry. “It feels like falling in love. That’s 
the advantage of being an editor; you get to 
fall in love pretty often.”  

 
To find out about Brian Henry’s courses go to 
his blog at http://quick-brown-fox-canada.
blogspot.co

Some of the writers who have emerged 
from Brian’s workshops have received 
accolades from literary institutes and 

great success commercially. 

 Kelley Armstrong  
“Kelley Armstrong is my only student 
that has been on the New York Times 
Bestseller list more than one time, 
and the only one that has reached the 
number one spot.”
http://www.kelleyarmstrong.com/  

 Ross Pennie
“I worked with Ross Pennie on 
his memoir, which is called “The 
Unforgiving Tides” and it’s about his 
experience as a doctor in Papua New 
Guinea when he was just a youngster, 
straight out of medical school. Since 
then Ross has started writing mystery 
novels with a 3-book contract with 
ECW Press in Toronto. The first two 
of those are out and the third will be 
coming out in 2012. His first mystery 
novel won the Hamilton Literary 
Prize.”
http://rosspennie.ca/  
 

 Eve Silver
“Eve Silver writes romance thrillers. 
She had a really hard time doing 
her first book because it was a post 
apocalyptic, Tran Siberian trucker 
romance. But she did find someone 
who wanted it one day. Since then she 
hasn’t looked back and she has tones 
of books. Most of them are quite hot 
and sizzley, so they’re lots of fun.”
http://www.evesilver.net/ 

LiterAry Arts

Writing can be both rewarding and 
frustrating. One moment a writer may be 
sailing across the paper with metaphors, 
clever turn-of-phrases and all kinds of 
unique content but the next moment be 
struggling to churn out the right word.

It can truly be a love/hate relationship. 
One rule that can be almost universally 
applied: a writer must enjoy writing.

“Writing has to be a rewarding 
activity,” said Brian Henry, workshop 
leader, writer, editor and teacher at Ryerson 
University and George Brown College. “All 
my courses are geared towards that idea.”

Henry, who considers himself 
primarily an editor, teaches a wide range of 
writing courses throughout the GTA and 
beyond. He leads introductory workshops, 
intermediate and advanced, as well as 
others geared to more specific aspects of 
penmanship. 
 For character writing, Henry 
offers his own approach.
  “Try to force yourself to get inside 
the character by writing a story in their first 
person voice,” he said. “Start developing 

W
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Fine art to take home from over 
30 working artist studios and 
the Williams Mill Gallery
 
For events, hours and artist info
visit www.williamsmill.com 
 Art.

Inspiration.
Education. 905.873.8203   |  515 Main Street, Glen Williams, ON  L7G 3S9 

Exceptional fine art  

One-of-a-kind gifts

Classes & Workshops

Williams Mill
Visual Arts Centre
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FALL ACTING & 
DANCE CLASSES
Also available beginning

September 10, 2012

905-845-WEST (9378) 
1109 North Service Road East  Oakville, Ontario L6H 1A6  | www.the-west.ca

HALF DAY
SUMMER CAMP

FULL DAYSUMMER CAMP

Monday to Friday 9am - 12pm

Ages 5 - 6

Monday to Friday 9am - 4pmAges 7 - 16

Session u : July 2 - 6, 2012

Session v : July 9 - 13, 2012

Session w : July 16 - 20, 2012

Session x : July 23 - 27, 2012

Session u : July 2 - 13, 2012Session v : July 16 - 27, 2012Session w : July 30 - Aug 10,  2012*Session x : August 13 - 24, 2012*no classes on Civic Holiday

An exciting week of "let's pretend"  This program is designed 
to develop and exercise the children's imaginations, confidence, 
body awareness and expression through dramatic exercises, 
games and storytelling.

Session Fee: $135 HST included.  Bring snack and beverage

Each day the students explore various techniques used in theatre presentations. Participants will take part in 
exercises designed to awaken and expand creative expression through improvisational theatre, voice and mime.   
Students will also be introduced to film acting on camera. The program will be highlighted by workshops with 

guest artists each session.  Each session students will attend a matinee at the Stratford Festival.  
Parents’ night is Thursday evening of the second week. The 
students will perform a play created by them and applying what 
they have learned. No experience is necessary - just a sense of 
adventure!

Session u v x Fee: $435 | Session w Fee: $405
H.S.T. included in fees!   Students are required to bring 
their own lunches and beverages.

REGISTER ONLINE TODAY!

Designed by: embassyproductions.com | 416.410.4499

SUMMER CAMP
<DRA

MA
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VisUAL Arts

Robert Hollaman has successfully blended a love of sport with a passion for painting.  Above: “Maples Leafs Forever”, acrylic on art-
board 2’ x 4’.  Six players Hollaman identifies as “some of the greatest Leaf’s of all time”: Red Horner, King Clancy, Hap Day, Charlie 

Conacher, Joe Premeau, and Harvey “Busher” Jackson. Hollaman created this work by combining two photos taken in 1931.

The fine art of sport
Sport. Art. It’s hard to say how often the two meet, but 

artist and sports aficionado Robert Hollaman has discovered 
that the two make a more compatible and pleasing pairing than 
might be imagined. 

Hollaman, a visual artist who specializes in portraiture 
of sports figures as  subjects has experienced the tug between 
passion and pay. 

“I want to stay true 
to what I have a passion 
for. I don’t want to paint 
just because it’s something 
that is hot, will sell,” said 
Hollaman.

Clearly not a problem 
- what he’s passionate about 
appears to be hot.

Hollaman has cultivated a life long affair with sport. He’s 
played hockey since he was young and has strong memories 
of his father taking him to Maple Leaf Gardens. The names of 
some of hockey’s greatest roll off his lips with near reverence: 
Dryden, Cheevers, Carter, Lindsay and of course, Orr. 

“I think a lot of my paintings bring back memories for 
older men,” said Halloman. “My originals are hanging in 
doctors offices, chiropractors offices. 

His continued passion has kept him on the rink and led to 
the collection of historical hockey photos and memorabilia.

Right along with his hockey playing, came a love for art. 
Like most children, he enjoyed painting and doodling as far back 
as Kindergarten. It was in Grade 6 after winning an art award 
that things really began. He and a good friend at the time were 

both offered an opportunity to participate in a 
special art program. 

Hollaman remarks that the experience 
taught him well, particularly when it comes to 
watercolour, an unforgiving and challenging 
medium. His mother still has some of his work 
from this experimental stage. He went on to 
study at Cedarbrae and Wexford Art Collegiates.

“It changed a lot of the way I paint and 
the techniques I used,” said Hollaman, who has 
chosen the realist approach to his work.

“I like doing the realist stuff, fooling the 
eye”, said Hollaman. His Gerry Cheevers piece has been rejected 
twice because jurors thought it was a photograph; very high 
praise for Hollaman.

“That was all I needed to hear,” he said.
He is fascinated by the movement on the ice, but it’s 

his work on faces that bring out the perfectionist in him and 

W
With me it all starts with 
the eyes, if they’re not 
right, it’s not worth doing 
it.

"

"

Story by Bernadette Ward



Although hockey has always been a favoured subject 
for Hollaman, he does look to other sport occasion-
ally.  Above:  the famous New York Yankee baseball 
catcher, “Yogi-Berra”, acrylic on art board, 20” x 15”. 

Below: “Battle Scars”, acrylic. Hollaman’s work that 
placed 1st in the 13th Annual ArtWorks Oakville 
Juried Show. On display at Oakville Town Hall until 
June 14th.

ultimately provides him with great satisfaction.
“It’s the eyes that captivate the viewer,” said Hollaman, 

pointing to his piece entitled “Brodeur”.  “With me it all starts 
with the eyes, if they’re not right, it’s not worth doing it.”

Working from photographs of athletes from the 50’s, 60’s and 
70’s is ideal for Hollaman - the NHLers he follows through history 
did not wear helmets. Unlike today, their faces are visible and 
recognizable, making Hollaman’s work a little easier. 

And work he does. His quest to get things just right leaves 
him in a constant battle with himself. He often doesn’t know 
when a piece is finished. Luckily, his wife helps him make the 
determination.

He knows that many other artists have similar feelings about 
their work. He recalls watching Robert Bateman beginning a new 
piece. According to Hollaman, Bateman said, “here goes nothing”, 
an acknowledgement that sometimes it doesn’t work out. 

With artists such as Bateman and Ken Danby for inspiration, 
it’s no wonder Hollaman sets the bar so high for himself. He’s also a 
huge fan of the Group of Seven and is pleased that they are getting 
recognition in the art world.

“People are starting to realize how incredible they are,” he said.
Hollaman also knows the importance of connecting and 

collaborating with other artists; having a support network, 
camaraderie. 

“You understand each other, you know what it takes,” said 
Hollaman. He recalls a conversation with wildlife artist John 
Harrington. 

“He told me to stick with it, don’t get down.”
Solid advice considering how well things turned out for 

Hollaman. This year’s ArtWorks Oakville Juried Show was the first 
that Hollaman has ever entered. He was going to enter a different 
piece, but a friend convinced him to enter the Gerry Cheevers 
work.  A second piece of good advice that resulted in a 1st place 
win for Hollaman.

“Going to the juried show and meeting peers - incredible,” 
said Hollaman of his experience. 

A nearly equal passion to sport is charity work, something 
that Hollaman is often involved in. A father himself, children are 
near and dear to his heart. He has been involved with the “Make 
a Wish” campaign as well as autism. He has donated several of his 
paintings. One of these, “Protective Custody” has been signed by 
Ted Lindsay. Halloman met and had dinner with Lindsay. “It’s so 
surreal when you meet this guy, number nine on the list, he started 
the hockey players union.” said Halloman who is now supporting 
cancer camp for children.

“I love doing it. I want to say it’s effortless, but it’s not,” said 
Hollaman of charity work. “It’s really rewarding to know that it’s 
going to a charity like that.”

Look for Hollaman’s solo exhibition in the near future. For more 
information about Robert Hollaman, upcoming events or to 

purchase his artwork, visit his website, The Fine Art of Sport at 
http://roberthollaman.com/. To see the ArtWorks exhibition, 

visit Oakville Town Hall before June 14.
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An Oakville Day School for Girls 
Preschool to Grade 12

Busing available. See website for details.

Canadian
Accredited
Independent
Schools

St. Mildred’s-Lightbourn School • 1080 Linbrook Road, Oakville, Ontario   L6J 2L1
Tel: 905-845-2386 • Fax: 905-845-4799 
Email: info@smls.on.ca • Website: www.smls.on.ca Charitable Registration # 11919 1963 RR0001

The Educational 
Journey of a 
Lifetime

The Educational 
Journey of a 
Lifetime

ConnectCollaborateCreate!
Join the united voice 

for the arts. 
Become a Member 

Today!
www.oakvillearts.com
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Tickets are $25 (8PM), $20 (5:30PM) or $10 for children. 
All proceeds from the event will be directed to a bursary fund for music scholarships. 

Visit www.oakvillecentre.ca/SuzukiGala.htm. 

Please join in the celebration of Jean’s 80th birthday and the  
Oakville Suzuki Foundation’s 40th Anniversary at 

a Gala Concert celebration on June 27th, 5:30PM and 8PM 
at the Oakville Centre for the Performing Arts.

O n behalf of the Board of Directors, Staff and Membership of the Oakville Arts 
Council and Community Arts Space, we offer a tribute to Jean Grieve,  

tireless torchbearer for music in our community.

Among many of Jean’s accomplishments she is founder of the Oakville 
Suzuki Association and of the Oakville Suzuki Performing Arts Camp 

that began in 1980. In recognition of her contributions to the  
Oakville community, this year Jean has been nominated for 

 a Community Spirit Award.

Jean’s dedication and generosity have made Oakville a better place and 
we wish her all the very best on her 80th birthday!
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Tap Your
Inner Artistry
- Art Lessons for All Levels

- Customized Portrait Art
(Drawing or Painting)

Contact:nostalgiaportrait@yahoo.ca
(905)467 6365

NOSTALGIA PORTRAIT ART STUDIO



905–332-9891 

www.BluePlanetTravel.ca 

Made your reservation yet!  

Call Tracey or Brooke Byram      TPI International 


