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Media Release

Community Arts Space and the Oakville Arts Council Align
for Arts Sector Unity in Oakville


Oakville, ON – 15 June 2011 – It’s been a long journey, but Oakville’s arts sector is one step closer to unity with the announcement today of a much awaited alignment between Oakville’s two leading arts umbrella organizations: Community Arts Space (CUAS) and the Oakville Arts Council (OAC).
“It is gratifying and exciting to see the integration of our two dedicated and passionate arts organizations who have individually worked so hard to benefit the artists, arts groups and residents of Oakville,” said Victoria Behune, President of the Oakville Arts Council. “Together, we can ensure we are able to help all of our members accomplish their goals while also helping to make Oakville a culturally vibrant community”. 
The decision comes after months of negotiations following a consultation with local arts groups that took place at Joshua Creek Heritage Centre in May 2010. The alignment is expected to progress to a full merger of the two organizations by October 2012 and will result in strengthened leadership, advocacy and communication for the sector. 

“The CUAS Board looks forward to working closely with the OAC as we move towards the eventual merger in October 2012,” said Bill Smith, CUAS President.  “We wish to thank both Britta Martini-Miles and Megan Whittington for their hard work in finalizing the arrangements. Having a unified voice will benefit all arts groups in Oakville by assisting them to grow and prosper.”
While each organization will maintain separate board structures and identities for the duration of their respective Ontario Trillium Foundation grants, the boards will begin interlocking immediately. CUAS board members Bill Smith, Jean Gandubert, Alex Bystrin and Kevin September join the OAC board and Danielle Simpson and Stacey Sinclair from the OAC will take positions on the CUAS board. Operationally, resources will be pooled where appropriate and communication for the organizations will be integrated and information disseminated under the OAC brand. 
“Thanks to the tremendous support from the Ontario Trillium Foundation, our member’s desire for a united arts sector and the dedication and diligence of both the OAC and CUAS Boards of Directors, we have been able to align resources and continue the valuable work of building artistic capacity and strengthening community engagement in arts,” said Megan Whittington, Executive Director of the OAC.  
The blended organizations will support the Town in the successful development of Queen Elizabeth Park Community Centre to meet space and artistic needs of local arts and cultural groups, assist in capacity building and continue the programming and membership services currently offered by the OAC. In addition, they will coordinate and grow the annual “For the Love of the Arts” festival.
“The merger will help focus the talents and energies of both organizations on the things that really matter: providing support and leadership to members,” said Britta Martini-Miles, Executive Director for Community Arts Space. “This is a great opportunity to better understand what our community needs from their leadership organization and with the Town preparing to open Queen Elizabeth Park, a multi-purpose community centre with 56,000 square feet in arts space for Oakville, the timing is perfect.” 
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Together again: the Oakville Arts Council and Community Arts Space celebrate the successful negotiation of a merger. From left to right: From the Oakville Arts council, Megan Whittington, Executive Director and Victoria Behune, President. From Community Arts Space, Britta Martini-Miles, Executive Director and Bill Smith, President. 

For more information or to enquire about interviews, 
please contact Bernadette Ward at bward@oakville.ca | 905-815-5977


